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What is claimed: 

l\ A golf cup apparatus comprising: 

a golf cup comprising a cylinder extending from a top surface to a bottom 
surface, the golf cup including a wall extending between the top surface and the 
bottom^urface, the cup wall defined by an interior surface and an exterior surface; 
and 

a cup sleeve disposed within the golf cup, the sleeve comprising a cylinder 
having an ope;n circular top end and an open circular bottom end and the cup sleeve 
abutting the interior surface of the golf cup without interfering with a golf ball / /[^ 
dropping within t\e golf cup. 
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2. The golf cup apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein the sleeve extends r 
from the top surface of the golf cup to the bottom surface of the golf cup. 



3. The golf cup apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein the sleeve extends |^ I ^ 
partially between the top surface and the bottom surface of the golf cup. 

V 

The golf cup apparatus as recited in claim 3, wherein a top portion of the 
sleeve is'^stantially aligned with the top surface of the golf cup. 



5. The golf cup 
severable. 




Daratus as recited in claim 1, wherein the sleeve is 



6. The golf cup apparatus as recS;|^ in claim 5, wherein the sleeve includes a 
Hne of weakness. 
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7. The golf cup apparatus as recited in claim 6, wherein the cup sleeve extends 
from a first end to the secoii^^^Sj^nd the line of weakness extends fi'om the first 
end to the second end of the cup^eve. 

5 8. The golf cup apparatus as recited in claim 1 , further comprising a notch 

disposed within the cup sleeve. (j^ I 



9. The golf cup apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein the golf cup is formed 
of metal. j 
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10. The golf cup apparatus a^ecr^ in claim 1, fiuther comprising a top sleeve 
coupled with a top portion of the cup^leeve, the top sleeve disposed above the golf 



cup. 



15 11. The golf cup apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein the sleeve is coupled 
with the golf cup. 



12. The golf cup apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein the sleeve is formed of 
extruded material. 




13. The golf cup apparatus as recited in claim 1, the golf cup further comprising 
a ridge adapted for retaining the sleeve therein. 




14. The golf cup apparatus as recited in claim 1, the cup sleeve extending from 
25 a first end to a second end, the first end disposed adjacent to the top surface of the <^ 
golf cup and the second end disposed adjacent to the bottom surface of the golf V 
cup, wherein the first end has a larger diameter than the second end and the cup i 
sleeve has a conical shape. 
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A golf cup apparatus comprising: 

a metal golf cup comprising a cylinder extending from a top surface to a 
^m surface, the bottom surface including flag retention features therein, the 
m^tai §olf cup defined by an interior surface and an exterior surface; 

^severable cup sleeve disposed within the metal golf cup, the severable 
sleev)? coAjprising a plastic cyhnder defined in part by an outer surface; 

plastic cylinder disposed within the metal cup such that the outer surface 
of the pl^ticXcylinder rests against the interior surface of the metal golf cup in an 
interference fi\therebetween; 

the sdyer^ble cup sleeve extending from a first end to a second end, the first 
end disposed jJtoxlmate to the top surface of the golf cup, the second end disposed 
proximate to the^ot^pm surface of the golf cup. 



r^s 



16. The golf cup ^{^ar^tus as recited in claim 15, fiirther comprising a top 
sleeve coupled with a top portion of the cup sleeve, the top sleeve has a cylindrical 
shape and is disposed abo\& the golf cup. 
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17. The golf cup apparatuses recited in claim 15, wherein the cup sleeve is 
coupled with the golf cup. 

18. The golf cup apparatus as r^i^d in claim 15, wherein the sleeve includes a 
notch and a line of weakness therein; 



19. The golf cup apparatus as recitedvin clami 15, the cup sleeve extending from 
25 a first end to a second end, the first end disposedWjacent to the top surface of the 
golf cup and the second end disposed adjacent to th^bottom surface of the golf 
cup, wherein the first end has a larger diametei^than tB^ second end and the cup 
sleeve has a conical shape. 
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A golf cup apparatus comprising: 

aSmetal golf cup comprising a cylinder extending from a top surface to a 
bottom surface, the bottom surface including flag retention features therein, the 
metal golf cito defined by an interior surface and an exterior surface, the metal golf 
cup including s^eve retention features, the sleeve retention features including an 
annular lip disposed on the interior surface; and 

a cup sleeve^isposed within the metal golf cup, the sleeve comprising a 
plastic cylinder defined in outer surface by an outer surface; the plastic cylinder 
disposed within the metM cup such that the outer surface of the plastic cylinder 
10 rests against the interior surface of the metal golf cup in an interference fit 

therebetween and a top edg^urface of the sleeve abuts a bottom surface of the 
annular lip. 

21 . A metnqd for refreshing a golf cup having a first cup sleeve therein, the first 
15 cup sleeve includmtg a severable cup sleeve disposed within the golf cup, the 

severable cup sleeve e^prising a plastic cylinder defined part by an outer surface; 
the plastic cyHnder dispo^d within the golf cup such that the outer surface of the 
plastic cylinder rests againsT^n interior surface of the golf cup in an interference fit 
therebetween, the severable cu^^e^ extending from a first end to a second end, 
20 the first end disposed at the top sMy^e of the golf cup, the second end disposed at 
the bottom surface of the golf cup, th^N^ethod comprising: 

removing the first cup sleeve from^ie golf cup, wherein the first cup is 
removed by severing at least a portion of the fim^cup sleeve; and 

inserting a second cup sleeve into the golr^)^, the second cup sleeve 
25 having a tapered cylindrical shape. 
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22. A golf cup sleeve comprising: 

a cylindrical sleeve having an outer diameter dimensioned to fit against an 
inner surface of a golf cup and an inner diameter dimensioned so as not to interfere 
with a golf ball dropping within the golf cup, the cylindrical sleeve having a one- 
5 piece, seamless form wherein the cyUndrical sleeve presents a substantially smooth 
inner surface when the cylindrical sleeve is mounted within the golf cup. 



23. The golf cup sleeve of claim 22, wherein the cylindrical sleeve includes a 
top edge adapted to be matingly fitted against a lip extending firom an inner surface 
10 of the golf cup. 



24. The golf cup sleeve of claim 22, wherein the cylindrical sleeve includes a 
notch in an upper edge of the sleeve for inserting a tool between the cylindrical 
sleeve and the golf cup when the cylindrical sleeve is mounted within the golf cup 
15 to allow the cylindrical sleeve to be removed fi-om the golf cup. 



25. A golf cup apparatus comprising: 

a golf cup having an inner surface defining a golf cup sleeve mounting area; 

and 

20 • a golf cup sleeve adapted to fit within the golf cup sleeve mounting area 

without interfering with a golf ball dropping within the golf cup, wherein the golf ,^ 
cup sleeve includes an unbroken cylindrical sleeve having an outer diameter ] 
dimensioned to fit against the inner surface of the golf cup. 

25 26. The golf cup apparatus of claim 25, wherein the golf cup includes a lip 
extending fi:om an inner surface of the golf cup and wherein the cylindrical sleeve 
includes a top edge adapted to be matingly fitted against the lip 
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27. The golf cup apparatus of claim 25, wherein the cylindrical sleeve presents 
a substantially smooth inner surface when the cylindrical sleeve is mounted within 
the golf cup. 

5 28. The golf cup apparatus of claim 25, wherein the cylindrical sleeve includes 
a notch in an upper edge of the sleeve for inserting an instrument between the | 
cylindrical sleeve and the golf cup when the cylindrical sleeve is mounted within 
the golf cup. 



29. \ A method of inserting a golf cup sleeve into a golf cup, the method 
comprising: 

placing a one-piece cylindrical golf cup sleeve into a golf cup; and 
releasing the golf cup sleeve so that an outer surface of the golf cup sleeve 
is forced agamst an inner surface of the golf cup and an inner surface of the golf 
15 cup sleeve does not interfere with a golf ball dropping within the golf cup. 

30. The method of claim 29, wherein a top edge surface of the golf cup sleeve 
abuts a bottom surface of an annular ridge of the golf cup after the golf cup sleeve 
is inserted into the golf cup. 
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